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Why does the hair on my head
keep growing while the hair on
my arms stops growing? But
if I cut my arm hair, it grows
back to its original length.
How does it know | cut it?
Slowly put down the scissors,
Einstein, and give a listen to Dr.
Paul Cotterill, president of the
International Society of Hair
Restoration Surgery: “Differ-
ent areas of the body have dif-
ferent hair-growth rates and cy-
cles. That genetic information
is stored at the base of the hair
shaft in the root of each hair fol-
licle. The hair on a typical scalp
will grow about one centimeter
per month for two to six years
and then fall out. Hair on other
parts of the body, such as the
arm, may grow at arate of one
third a millimeter per day but
for a shorter growth cycle of
only three to six months be-
fore it's shed and then a new
hair starts to grow. That is why
if you cut the hair on your arm,
it will always grow back to its
preprogrammed length.”

Your next mission: How does
your thermos know whether
to keep liguids hot or cold?
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